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Ngoma Safari Lodge
Chobe National Park, Botswana
WHEN your private plunge pool 
overlooks an animal-drenched 
floodplain and has no fence, it’s bound 
to come with a warning.

Sure enough, our host Judy sits us
down over cocktails and canapes on 
arrival and delivers an “only in Africa” 
set of rules. “The elephants are very 
thirsty at the moment as there’s not a 
lot of water around, so you may see a 
trunk winding over the edge of the 
pool for a drink,” Judy says. “The best 
thing to do is just edge back slowly and 
go into your room and shut the door.” 

It’s the delightful reality of staying in
the thick of the southern African bush. 
Nearby Chobe National Park is home 
to the largest elephant herds on earth 
(120,000 at last count), so I’m hoping 
the warning is more of a promise.

The instructions continue as we 
settle in, including baboon-proof 
keyrings to stop the crafty critters from 
opening our villa door. After dark, we 
are escorted to our rooms by not one 
but two guards each, as you never 
know what wildlife is lurking.

A clutch of eight luxury thatched 
suites are built onto the ridge at this 

stunning safari lodge, tastefully 
outfitted with African decor, art and 
traditional handwoven Kenyan kikoys. 
Floor to ceiling windows capture the 
enormous skies, Chobe River and 
floodplain below, which stretches into 
neighbouring Namibia. It’s clear that 
game viewing isn’t just reserved for 
safaris at this boutique lodge.

Herds of elephant and giraffe amble
up the hill in the morning as you 
recline in a four poster bed, while a 
genet cat’s tail curls around the open 
air bar over cocktails by night.

Delectable dinners are served 
under a 5000-star sky on a game 
viewing deck, overlooking a revolving 
door of warthogs, buffalo, impala and 
kudu at the illuminated water hole.

On our first night, as we sip 
champagne by an ancient baobab tree, 
excitement stirs among staff.

Rush hour at the dam has slowed,
for good reason – a lion has come for a 
drink, sending the other animals 
scarpering for their lives. Within 
seconds we are whipped into a jeep, 
champagne flutes in hand, for an 
exhilarating, rough and tumble night 
safari. We spot sleeping baboons, 
hopping springhares (mini “African 

kangaroos”), impala and waterbuck by 
torchlight, skipping over rocks and 
climbing hills in the dark.

Sadly the king of the jungle has fled
– but his cameo the next day is a box 
office smash. After an animal 
smorgasbord of elephants, giraffe, 
impala, zebras, kudus, buffalo, warthog 
and baboons, we spot a nonchalant 
lion tracking his pride’s footsteps in 
nearby Chobe National Park.

The first glimpse of a lion in the wild
is as terrifying as it is terrific, and our 
party of four is reduced to a hush. Just 
metres away, two lionesses and their 
cubs are cooling under the shade of a 
spiky shrub.

According to our guide, the animals
only see our jeep as a box. If we stay still, 
he says, the dangerous predators can’t 
distinguish the people inside.  I’m not 
entirely convinced, slowly sliding to the 
middle of the vehicle and extending my 
camera’s zoom even further. It’s the 
climax of our full-day safari, where we 
are ferried around in a comfortable jeep 
complete with gourmet picnic, drinks 
and sundowners.

Shifting to a boat in the afternoon,
we watch hippopotamus bathing, 
crocodiles preying and buffalo 

drinking on the Chobe River. We stay 
at a safe distance and snap away to our 
heart’s content as the sky changes 
colour, sipping on wine and cocktails.

There’s a tourist boat traffic jam at
dusk, as elephants cross the river with 
trunks raised, mums helping babies 
and teenagers frolic playfully.

While I didn’t see any elephants 
taking a dip in my plunge pool, this 
unforgettable sight more than made up 
for it.
Cost: From $US550 ($A749) a night a 
person (sharing or single, includes all 
meals, drinks, activities, transfers and 
Chobe National Park fees)

Victoria Falls Safari Lodge 
and Safari Club
Zimbabwe
There’s a hidden treasure at this safari 
lodge – but just don’t tell the animals.

Overlooking the private waterhole
sits the Siduli Hide, a bunker disguised 
as an oversized termite mound, where 
guests can spy on the wildlife. It’s the 
ultimate, intimate, fly-in-the-wall 
experience, and the visiting animals 
are, for the most part, none the wiser.

Victoria Falls Anti Poaching Unit
founder Charles Brightman provides a 

David Attenborough-style 
commentary as the animals flood in for
afternoon happy hour, as guests watch 
quietly over beers and cider.

“It’s like Animal Planet in real life,”
he says as we study crocodiles, 
elephants, warthogs and marabou 
stork in close quarters. 

But it’s so well camouflaged most of
the lodge’s rising number of annual 
guests, drawn by one of the Seven 
Natural Wonders of the World, don’t 
even know it’s there.

Just 4km away, the mighty Victoria
Falls are drawing a new wave of 
tourism, returning to bucket lists after 
years of political unrest and economic 
instability in the country.

While Zimbabwe still has its 
problems, food and clothes are back on 
the shelves in the wake of the crippling 
hyperinflation, the US dollar is easily 
accessible at ATMs, and tourist police 
abound in hot spots like Victoria Falls.

The tiny town, filled with markets
selling African crafts, rafting and 
adventure shops, restaurants and 
cafes, is once again teeming with 
overseas visitors.

Safari 
in style
Sundowners on the savanna, gourmet dining under 
the stars, four-poster beds and elephant spotting 
from an outdoor bubble bath. Elissa Doherty 
discovers three glamorous places to see Africa

AFRICA Been on safari? Tell us your
favourite moment on Facebook

@escape.com.au
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MAJESTIC SURROUNDS: (clockwise 
from main) The open-air lounge at Camp 
Hwange; and elephants at sunset. 
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AFRICA
GETTING THERE
Qantas flies to Johannesburg. South 
Africa Airlines flies to Victoria Falls and 
Harare from Joburg and Cape Town.

STAYING THERE
Book through Africa Albida tourism at 
aatreservations@saflodge.co.zw and 
africaalbidatourism.com, and Off 
The Track at robyn@offthetrack.co.zw.

NEED TO KNOW
● Zimbabwe uses the US dollar. 
● On safari, wear camouflaged colours 
and avoid bright colours or white.
● See a travel doctor about vaccinations 
you may need, including malaria.

ESCAPE ROUTE

AFRICA

exclusive off-the-beaten path access 
and they radio each other with 
animal sightings.

It’s an animal smorgasbord when 
we visit – lion at night, cheetah by day, 
topped off with a lioness and four 
three-month-old cubs. The park is not 
overrun with tourists, allowing prime 
wildlife viewing.

The Zimbabwean staff are 
passionate about the animals and 
have affectionate names for them 
such as “flying bananas” for the yellow-
billed hornbill.

At night, guests share stories 
around the long communal wooden 
table alongside guides, as strangers 
turn into friends over a buffet dinner.

And don’t be surprised if the 
elephants pop by at dessert, drinking 
from the bird fountain next to the 
dining room.
Cost: From $US426-$675, a person, a 
night sharing.
More: camp-hwange.com

The writer travelled courtesy of Africa 
Albida Tourism.

The sprawling Safari Lodge and its
exclusive Safari Club offer a 
sophisticated slice of old school Africa, 
set on a plateau with spectacular views 
of the game corridor to the Zambezi 
River. The main lodge is traditional 
Africa mixed with modern touches, 
including a lagoon-style pool.

There’s so much to do that it’s 
tempting to stay all day – from a 
secluded birdwatching nook, to 
befriending the warthogs munching 
on manicured lawns, and a vulture 
culture session, where guests watch 
from bleachers as meat scraps draw in 
the ravenous birds.

At night, a dizzying trip to The 
Boma theatre restaurant on-site offers 
an adventure of African drumming, 
dance, face paint and daring dishes.

Warthog, crocodile, ostrich and 
kudu feature at the expansive buffet, 
cooked on the fire in front of you.

But the majestic falls, roaring 
curtains of water that send a halo of 
spray over tourists in full flood, can’t be 
missed. Even when dubbed Victoria 
Walls during drier spells, the falls 
thunder and bellow, throwing up their 
infamous rainbows.

The world’s largest waterfalls can be
taken in by foot, helicopter, whitewater 
raft or kayak, while ziplining over the 
Batoka Gorge downstream is an 
exhilarating end to the day.

For pampered wildlife spotting at its
best, take a sunset cruise on the 
Zambezi, where cocktails and canapes 
are served on the top deck of the 
Zambezi Explorer as elephants and 
hippos have their own sundowners.

With tourist numbers to Victoria 
Falls already on the rise, operators 
hope it will turn into a flood after the 
construction of a new $150 million 
international airport, which is due to 
be completed by the end of May. 
Cost: Victoria Falls Safari Lodge is 
$US197 a night a person (sharing or 
single, includes breakfast); the 
exclusive 20-room Victoria Falls Safari 

Safari 
in style

Club, with private check-in, lounge 
with complimentary afternoon tea, 
and cocktails and snacks at 5pm, from 
$US240 a person (sharing or single, 
breakfast included)
More: victoria-falls-safari-lodge.com

Camp Hwange
Hwange National Park, Zimbabwe
Glamp Hwange would be more apt, for 
this is no ordinary camp.

Buttery soft leather couches, 
lanterns, wood carvings and colourful 
rugs in an open-air lounge put the 

glamour into camping, with “campers” 
relaxing with a cocktail on arrival.

Safari vehicles come with cupholders
for your Zambezi beer, guests retire to 
the campfire at night with Amarula 
Cream nightcaps, with personal escorts 
to chaperone them back to their solar-
powered, tented chalet. 

It’s a simple mix of luxury and bush,
allowing you to feel you are in the great 
outdoors without sacrificing comfort. 

Wildlife abounds in the private 
concession in Hwange National Park, 
where expert safari guides have 

LUXURY TREK: (clockwise from main) 
Victoria Falls Safari Lodge; Ngoma Safari 
Lodge; and leopard at Camp Hwange. 
Victoria Falls Safari Lodge picture: 
Africa Albida Tourism
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CHINA

With the perfect balance of comprehensive inclusions, key sightseeing and more free time, 
Travelmarvel offers premium journeys through China at truly exceptional value.
ü Included Ð Four-night luxury Yangtze River cruise with Executive Lounge privileges
ü Included Ð Hand-selected hotels chosen for their premium standard and central location
ü Included Ð Internal flights within China, transfers, tipping, entrance fees, port charges & many meals
ü Included Ð Travelmarvel Tour Director & local guides providing you with an insight into their homeland
ü Included Ð Travelmarvel’s unique range of ÔInsider Experiences’ that take you off the tourist trail
Experience authentic China with an Australian owned and operated company

PREMIUM CRUISING & TOURING AT EXCEPTIONAL VALUE 

CHTYV24

Ask about 
upgrading your

cabin on the 
Yangtze and 

Mekong River 
cruises

FLY FREE*

China, Vietnam & Cambodia Discoverer
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Enhance your 
journey
with our 
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2 FOR 1 AIRFARES*

Imperial China

*Conditions apply. Prices are per person (pp), twin share and include port charges. Prices and details are correct as at 6 May 2016, but may fl uctuate due to changes in availability, surcharges, fees, taxes or exchange rates. Prices are based on CHTY13: 18 October 2016 (Superior Stateroom) and CHTYV24: 9 August 2016 (Superior Stateroom). A non-refundable deposit of $2,000 pp is due within 
seven days of booking. Final payment is due 100 days prior to departure. Offers are subject to availability, are not combinable unless otherwise stated, are available on new bookings only and may be withdrawn at any time. Only one offer pp applies and offers cannot be combined with any other offer, unless specifi ed. AIRFARE DEALS: Offers are available until sold out. Flights must be booked by 
Travelmarvel. Flights are subject to availability of airline and booking class. Once class is sold out surcharges apply. Deposits are considered as a guarantee of the invoiced fl ight arrangements and once deposit is received, fl ights will be issued. Once air tickets are issued, airline amendment and/or cancellation fees apply and, in some cases, are non-refundable. Flights are valid from Sydney, Melbourne, 
Brisbane, Adelaide or Perth. 2 FOR 1 AIRFARES: Offer includes air taxes up to the value of $250 for companion. Flights are in economy class with Cathay Pacifi c (or another airline of Travelmarvel’s choosing). Offer is available on all China holidays departing till October 2016. FLY FREE: Offer includes taxes up to the value of $600 pp. Offer is available on any China cruise/tour of 24 days or longer, 
including tours combined with Vietnam & Cambodia, departing up until April 2017. Flights are in economy class with Singapore Airlines (or another airline of Travelmarvel’s choosing). Australian Pacifi c Touring Pty Ltd ABN 44 004 684 619. ATAS accreditation #A10825. TM2902_ST

travelmarvel.com.au/china2016 or see your local travel agent
1300 805 493(Member 

of the 
APT family

Order your 
free brochure 
today

Hurry! 
Book now for 

your last chance 
to travel in 2016


